April 27, 2018

I will be going home to rally the
community, because right now today is
Friday, and children are learning in
our schools. Why punish them, make
them the victims of the lack of re-
sources, credentialed teachers, and the
lack of a plan that all of us can agree
with?

I happen to have agreed with the ini-
tial step to at least solve a problem
temporarily, but we know that a tem-
porary solution is not the best.

We need to be able to have those chil-
dren meet the basic test standards,
but, more importantly, we have to re-
flect on changing these

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ARRINGTON). The time of the gentle-
woman has expired.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Very tough test
standards that don’t test the child’s ac-
knowledge. So——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentlewoman has again ex-
pired.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, to
that school district, to the city of
Houston——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman is no longer recognized.

HONORING MAJOR STEPHEN DEL
BAGNO

(Mr. KNIGHT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KNIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor one of our fallen heroes,
Major Stephen Del Bagno of the United
States Air Force Air Demonstration
Squadron, more commonly known as
the Thunderbirds, who lost his life this
past month.

Major Del Bagno came from my dis-
trict, from Valencia, California, and
exemplified the skill and profes-
sionalism that we expect from our air-
men.

Major Del Bagno was the very first
F-35 pilot to join the ranks of the
Thunderbird squadron.

Tragically, Stephen Del Bagno lost
his life earlier this month during a
training exercise at the Nevada Test
and Training Range. While he is no
longer with us, his legacy continues in
the hearts and minds of future aviators
he inspired.

I sat with my wife at his funeral a
few weeks back and I watched the
missing man formation of F-35s and F-
16s, and I listened to his father and his
teammates talk about Major Del
Bagno. They talked about what a great
pilot he was, but they also talked
about what a great mentor he was and
what a good dude Major Del Bagno was,
and that is what he wanted to be recog-
nized as and remembered as.

So America lost one of its finest pi-
lots in his passing.

May God bless him and may he rest
in peace.
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HONORING THE LIFE OF RACHAEL
PARKER

(Mr. KIHUEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KIHUEN. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to remember the life of Rachael
Parker. Rachael attended the Route 51
festival in Las Vegas on October 1.

Rachael worked as a record techni-
cian at the Manhattan Beach Police
Department for 10 years. She was
known as the ‘“‘matron’ of the police
department’s front desk.

Rachael always treated people the
same, no matter their circumstances.
She loved her family, and had a passion
for animals. She rescued two dogs, that
she loved more than anything else.

Rachael always went out of her way
to help those in need. Everyone knew
her and remembers her as being a gift-
ed, kindhearted, and caring woman.

I would like to extend my condo-
lences to Rachael Parker’s family and
friends. Please know that the city of
Las Vegas, the State of Nevada, and
the whole country grieve with you.

RECOGNIZING THE CHATHAM-SA-
VANNAH COUNTER NARCOTICS
TEAM

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the Chat-
ham-Savannah Counter Narcotics
Team, also known as CNT.

In 2017, CNT and the DEA identified a
drug distribution group operating
throughout Chatham County, and
learned that a large drug transaction
was to take place. With this knowl-
edge, CNT conducted drug operations
at various hotels, covering several
local jurisdictions.

On March 25, 2018, CNT seized 25 kilo-
grams, or 55 pounds of cocaine, and
made six arrests, which is the largest
single cocaine seizure in CNT’s history.
The confiscated cocaine had an esti-
mated street value of $4 million.

Cocaine is a highly addictive and
mind-altering drug that poisons com-
munities and tears families apart. I ap-
plaud CNT’s groundbreaking work,
which makes the entire Savannah com-
munity a better place to live.

———

THE HOUSE MAJORITY’S GREAT
INJUSTICE

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, the ma-
jority in this House has just exacted a
great injustice. The unwarranted, un-
just, forced resignation of a sworn offi-
cer of this United States House, the
House Chaplain, Patrick Conroy, is a
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complete, complete violation of jus-
tice. It is also a complete violation of
the rules of this House and the 229-year
precedents of this House.

As well, Speaker PAUL RYAN’s unilat-
eral decision to remove the House
Chaplain, who is elected by the entire
membership of this House, is simply
wrong. The Chaplain deserves just and
fair treatment by every Member of this
body that would attend to any Member
who is subjected to such treatment or
any citizen in our country who appears
before the law. Every life in our Nation
should matter.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentlewoman has expired.

Ms. KAPTUR. And the lives and rep-
utations of the officers of this House
should matter. Our heads should hang
low today——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman is no longer recognized.

Ms. KAPTUR. * * *

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, Father Conroy
has served this institute honorably for the past
seven years. He is only one of two Roman
Catholic clerics ever to have served as pastor
for the U.S. House of Representatives since
the founding of our Republic 229 years ago, of
60 who have served. As an elected officer of
this House, the Chaplain serves as its spiritual
leader, abiding the heavy weight that the
Chaplain bears for hundreds of Members, their
families, hundreds more staff members, visi-
tors and others who seek guidance and help.
From what is trickling out in the media, this
political crucifixion of Father Conway was exe-
cuted following a visit from Speaker Paul
Ryan’s Chief of Staff in which Fr. Conway’s
resignation was demanded. Fr. Conroy com-
plied. He transmitted a letter of resignation
under coercion on April 15. On April 16, under
cover of convoluted parliamentary procedure,
with the vast membership of this institution un-
noticed and unaware, Speaker Ryan re-
quested ascension from the entire body. But
who in this House even knew procedurally
what was occurring? There was no notice.
There was no prior House official proceeding
to hear this matter. There was no one to ob-
ject as no Member other than the Speaker
and his inner circle knew what the Speaker
was demanding.

In such an important matter of a human
being’s life and reputation, what happened to
our House Rules? What happened to regular
order? This forced resignation is without
cause. It is unprecedented. It is wrong. It is
simply a unilateral decision and abuse of
power by the Speaker who himself will soon
leave Congress. He should hang his head.
The Speaker solely delivered an honorable
man up for political crucifixion without hearing
or trial.

Justice in such a consequential action de-
mands the full attention and engagement of
this entire House. It is not the prerogative of
a single individual, no matter how powerful
that individual may feel he is. The Speaker's
action is a violation of the fundamental Rules
of this House. It cannot stand the light of scru-
tiny. This consequential decision about a
human being’s life was summarily imposed
with no justice, no consultation, and impor-
tantly a complete abdication of our House
Rules and Constitutional precedents. It must
be overturned. Justice and regular order must
return to this House.
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